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Homeless 
Family Center:
a family’s success story...

“I’ll be right there,” were Manuel Trossi’s words 
over the telephone despite being several miles 
away. 

Manuel had called the center this past July and was 
given a date to come in to interview for residency.  It 
was doubtful “Manny” and his family would make 
that deadline - they did.  Since that time Manny has 
proven to staff and fellow residents alike, that he is 
second to none in work ethic.   Manny has devoted 
many hours of himself to the Homeless Family Center (HFC) and other community based 
agencies by way of volunteer hours.

During his tenure, Manny and his case manager increased his family’s financial resources, 
opened a savings account, and enrolled in a low income housing program.  Manny has 
recently left HFC and has obtained an apartment for his family by way of low income 
housing program.

Manny and his family have remained in close follow-up with his case manager since his 
departure.  His case manager continues to assist him as requested, in various aspects of 
his “new life”.  This is part of our commitment to graduate families to help assure they 
maintain stability and self-sufficiency.  We will continue to do so as long as he and his 
family have a need and want the assistance.  

We are pleased Manny made it to the Center that day but even more so that he and his 
family obtained housing.  A positive outcome for families like this validates the mission of 
this agency and motivates other residents and staff to achieve all that they can.

Manny, congratulations.  Don’t be a stranger.

Upcoming Events

April 27 	 •  Second Annual  
	                    Spring Luncheon 
		       Bent Pine - 12:00 pm
		       
April 30	 •  United Way - SLC 
	                    Day of Caring 
		       HFC -   8:00 am   
		      
May 1		  •  A Flare of South America 	
		       hosted by Sarah Circle 
		      Vero Beach Yacht Club
		      4:00 pm
	
May 7 	  	 •  Yard Sale hosted by 
		       Security Self Storage 
		       8:00 am - 1:00 pm 
    		               		
May 29		  •  Poker Run hosted by 		
	     	     the Fiasco Brothers 
                                 Motorcycle Club  
		      Vero Beach Elks Lodge 	
		      10:00 am  

July 10  	 	 •  Twenty Years of Serving 	
                                  the Homeless 
	             	      “Christmas in July” 

For more information, call 772-567-5537 or 
visit www.HomelessFamilyCenter.com.
Proceeds benefit the Homeless Family Center



Planes, Trains, and Automobiles…

In 1987, a comedy starring John Candy and Steve Martin followed a man 

as he struggled to make it home for Thanksgiving.  Through the course of 

the story, the man utilized multiple modes of transportation, friends, and 

strangers to make it home.  

Over the past holiday season, the Homeless Family Center has likewise 

used modes of transportation, giving friends, and random acts of kindness 

to help others on their journey to a new “Home.”  With a well publicized 

Car Drawing, the HFC spread its message throughout Vero Beach and 

raised funds and awareness through the raffle of a car donated by Vero US1 

Nissan and Route 60 Hyundai.  The Annual Dinner and Top Chef events 

once again were events that brought friends together for great food, while 

raising funds for the center.   Lastly, Drs. Conway and Bucaj, a local dental 

office, performed dental work for ALL residents, free of cost.  

This creative, multifaceted approach had a distinct effect on the bottom 

line of people’s lives and the HFC’s ability to provide assistance on their 

journey home.  To all participants, “Thank-You.”  To the supporters of 

HFC, these wonderful stories, explained in greater detail, serve as wonderful 

“Ambassadors” for the organization.  Please utilize them to spread the story 

of the Homeless Family Center.  

	
Second Annual Spring Luncheon

featuring author,  Richard LeMieux

When:  April 27, 2011

Where:  Bent Pine Golf Club

Time: 12 noon

Cost:  $50 per person	

For $12, the book can be purchased now 
at the Center and will be available at the 
luncheon.
 
Three easy ways to make reservations: 

1.  Online: www.HomelessFamilyCenter.com 

2.  By phone: Call Connie at 772•567•5537 x326

3.  By mail:  Mail checks to Homeless Family 

      Center,  Attn: Spring Luncheon, P.O. Box 650855-0855

The event will begin with lunch followed by author Richard 
LeMieux sharing his inspirational journey and experiences of 
being homeless for three years in Bremerton, Washington.

F a m i l i e s   
m a t t e r  

D. Lorne Coyle
Executive Director

Jack couldn’t wait to show me his new shirt from work. 

He got out of his truck at 6:15 pm, having just worked nine 

hours straight.  But he didn’t approach me with sagging 

shoulders or a weary face.  His back was ramrod straight 

and his smile covered his face.

“Check this out,” he said, pointing to his new shirt. It was 

a steel blue polo shirt emblazoned with the logo, “Rt 60 

Hyundai.”  Our handshake turned into a hug. 

A little over two years ago, when he lost his job in 

construction,  Jack and his family had moved to Las  Vegas 

at the invitation of a son to live with him and his family.  

It didn’t work out.  Then, about a year ago, with $80 in 

his pocket, Jack and his family worked their way  back to 

what had been their home on the Treasure Coast.  In June 

they called us and within a day they came here to get back 

on their feet. 

It wasn’t easy.  Jack got some part-time work – at three 

dollars less an hour – with his former employer.   When he 

wasn’t working he helped our staff with maintenance.   He 

fixed other HFC families’ cars for free.  Our employment 

specialist, Donald Davis,  opened some doors for Jack but 

they didn’t pan out. 

Jack’s break came when Tommy Chiarenza called me three 

months ago.  He remembered what I had told him about 

Jack.  Tommy’s Rt. 60 Hyundai manager interviewed Jack 

and hired him. 

Jack is back on his feet.

News from the 

president of the 

board  
Dan Kross, Board President

A Flare of South America
Tastings, Tapas and Silent Auction

hosted by Sarah Circle

Sunday, May 1, 2011

4 pm - Vero Beach Yacht Club

For tickets or more information call Leslie Shaw 

at Community Church, 772•469•2320



The Frank and Sunny Adams Family Foundation

	 Chef Nick Bradbury - Quail Valley River Club			   Chef Brian Jones - Windsor                                              	
	 Chef Gregg DeAquair - Dockside Grille 				    Chef Andrew Keller - Pointe West
	 Chef Adrienne Drew - Catering by Adrienne Drew			   Chef Brian Lavergne - Disney’s Vero Beach Resort	
	 Chef Jane Faraco - STAX	 					     Chef Ray Mumford - Costa d’Este  		
	 Chef Michele Hennessey - River Grille				    Chef Brad Willits - Cobalt  
	 Chef Patrick Hughes - Riverside Cafe        			                

The Homeless Family Center held its 3rd Annual Vero’s Top Chef Challenge….slice, dice & spice on 
February 28th at Quail Valley River Club.  The top five chefs moved to the finals after the Qualifying 
Event on January 31st at Pointe West.  Chef Andrew Keller of Pointe West  was   awarded the 2011 
Vero’s Top Chef title and Chef Jane Faraco of STAX was the runner up.    The events raised $70,000.  
Guests enjoyed a cocktail reception, silent auction, a taste of five amazing culinary creations from 
the finalists and an opportunity to vote along with the judges, without knowing what entrée each 
chef had prepared  for the Top Chef Challenge.  The Homeless Family Center would like to thank the 
sponsors, donors,  participating chefs, attendees and committee members for their support in making 
this event a successful one.

EVENT  SPONSORS
Corporate Sponsor

 George E. Warren Corporation

EVENT  FRIENDS

Food Provided to the Chefs by
Gordon Food Service

Slice Sponsor
Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer & Preschool

Spice Sponsors
BankUnited

 Barker Electric Air Conditioning 
& Heating Inc.

New Vision Eye Center
Reliable Septic & Services

IN-KIND DONORS
• Alternative Medicine Family Care Center • America’s Best Cleaning Company • A Pampered Life • Atappen Photography • Avanzare 
• Bent Pine Golf Club • Black Pearl Acupuncture • Bodega Blue • Bono’s • Bronze Lotus • Bush Brothers • Calvetti & Company  • 
Capt. Hiram’s Resort • Casereccio Cakes • Catering by Adrienne Drew • CBI • Countryside Citrus • Chelsea’s Fine Foods • Classy 
Cupcakes • Coastal Wine & Spirits • Cobalt • Cork Wine Bar & Lounge • Debbie Macomber • Deep Six • Dr. Josefina • Embellishments 
• Enava Cigar Lounge • Erika Masterson Photography • Faith, Hope and Chocolate  • Florence Cairns • Florida Cracker Airboat Rides 
• Florida Finest Linens • French Quarter • The Fresh Market • Greens + • Gary’s Seafood • Greenhouse Cafe • Hale Groves • Interiors 
Consulting Group, Inc. • Florida Outdoor Center  • Lara’s Theme • Loretta’s Foot & Hand Therapy • The Majestic II • Melody Inn • 
Mark’s at the Pointe Salon & Boutique • McKee Botanical Garden • Mind, Body and Sport • New England Seafood • Ocean Grill • Paris 
Air, Inc. • The Perfected Pen, Inc. • Pipa Movida • Pizza and Pasta House  • Pointe West • Positive Change • Premier Tenting Solutions 
& Event Rentals • PRP Wine International, Inc. • PS Photography • Rip Tides Band • Riverside Theatre • Robert Erneston Produce • 
Salon 7 Twenty • Sandridge Golf Club • Scott Kelly Photography • Shells & Things • Soiree Kitchen to Table • Sonya’s at Vero’s Disney 
Resort • Southern Wine and Spirits • STAX • SUMO House • Sunny Days Deli • Sunrise Theater • Talulah’s Boutique• Tango’s II 
Restaurant • Tapas Latin Fusion • Tea and Chi • The Gifted Cook • Tours on Horseback • U.S. Foodservice • Vero Beach High School 
Performing Arts • Vero Beach Hotel & Spa • Vero Bowl • Vero Classical Ballet • Vero Estate Jewelry • Vero Marine Center • Windsor • 

Dice Sponsors
 Don and Neda Heeter 

Marine Bank & Trust Company
Moulton Layne, PL

Rossway Moore Taylor & Swan
Vero Insurance, Inc.

                            Wine Service Sponsors
Elaine Graham                  Charlie and Suzanne Jacobs                          

Media Sponsor
Vero Beach Magazine

Qualifying Venue Sponsor
Pointe West

PARTICIPATING CHEFS

Mr. and Mrs. William Ahrens
Mr. and Mrs. Leo Bain
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Cauley
Christi’s Family Fitness
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Claghorn

Mr. and Mrs. Al DeCrane, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. George Kahle
Ms. Mary A. Keyes
Mr. Robert A. McGowan
Mr. and Mrs. S. Griffin McClellan

Mr. and Mrs. William McKay
Ms. Mary L. Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Patt
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Tierney
Mrs. Edward Young



On November 8, 2010 at Quail Valley River Club, the Homeless Family Center held its fifth annual dinner, 
Come to the Cabaret.  Guests enjoyed a cocktail reception, silent auction, dinner and entertainment 
by singer/songwriter Sybil Gage and pianist Paul Tardif.  The event raised $64,700.  Many thanks to 
the sponsors, donors, event friends, attendees, and committee members who made this event possible.   
Sponsors and donors for this event include:

CORPORATE SPONSOR
George E. Warren Corporation 

Lee and Suzanne Bertman
Michael and Kathleen Catanzaro

John and Pamela Halvorsen
John and Kathleen Simpson

BOW TIE SPONSORS

BOA SPONSORS

Jane R. Coyle LCSW, LLC
Joan  and Al DeCrane

Mind, Body & Sport LLC, Inc.                                         
Miranda Sales & Service, Inc.

EVENT FRIENDS
Mr. and Mrs. Toby Arnheim

Mr. Steve Bailey
Carole and Paul Bakule

Mr. and Mrs. Jules Bonavolanta
Mrs. Herman F. Becker

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Bracken
Doris Bertocchi
Karen Cauley

Kathryn Collins
Elliot Community Management

Ethel Kennedy Marran
Ceil McGuffey

Wayne and Debbie Macomber
John T. Maher

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mahony 
Eugene Minahan
Glendora Morris

Maryann Mulhern
Anna P. Nichols

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Prindiville
Mr. & Mrs. Layton Russell

Mr. and Mrs. Warren L. Schwerin
Mr. and Mrs. James Taylor III

The Andersen Group, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. William Turner

Wayne and Kay Tucker
Jeanne C. Teckenbrock

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Theis
Mrs. Margaret Young 

AUCTION DONORS

•  ABC Fine Wine & Spirits  •  A New Creation  •  Bent Pine Golf Club  •  Brattain Limo Service  
• Mike Catanzaro  •  Cricket’s  • Di Mare Restaurant  •  Fran Gilson  •  Hanlon’s Shoes & Clothing  
•   HFC Annual Dinner Committee  •  HFC Board of Directors  •  Kathe Heide Skin Care Clinic  •                                       

I’ll Never Tell  •  John Michael Matthews Fine Jewelry  •  Just Cuts  •  Majestic Theatre  •  Maison Martinique  •  
MT’s Chophouse  •  Nail Art  •  Notre Dame Club of Greater Vero Beach  •  PH Designs  •  Quail Valley  •  

Rita Silk  • Riverside Children’s Theatre  •  Riverside Theatre  •  Shelley Adelle Yoga  •  Studio Gabriel Salon 
and Spa  •  The Studio - Judith L. Auburn  •   Thera-Paws Therapeutic Canine Massage  •  Gloria Schwartz  
•  Springhill Suites by Marriott Vero Beach  •  Tea & Chi  •  The Bottle Shop  •  Vero Beach Country Club  •     

David and Donna Wilcox •  William Bainbridge Steele Floral  • Yulin’s Health and Beauty Spa •

Rossway Moore & Taylor

TOP HAT SPONSOR
The Nelson Wealth Management Group

Maya Peterson



planned
       giving
A donation through 
a planned gift is a great 
way to create a legacy of 
support for the HFC while 
providing for your own future.

Through our Endowment Fund, our 
supporters have the opportunity to 
make planned and major gifts, as well 
as contributions. Stock, real estate, and  
life insurance policies are popular ways 
to consider contributing to the HFC 
Endowment Fund. Individuals of all   
financial circumstances can participate 
in, and benefit from, our planned giving 
program.

Depending upon the assets and the gift 
arrangement selected, a donor can expect 
to obtain some or all of the following 
benefits:

•	 Reduce income tax through a deduction 
for the gift

•	 Avoid capital gain tax on gifts of long-
term appreciated property

•	 Retain a stream of payments for 		
the life for the donor 

•	 Reduce federal estate tax burden

If you would like more information, please 
call Adam Bolinger or D. Lorne Coyle at 
the HFC to discuss various options.

Take a walk through the Homeless Family Center (HFC) during the week after 

3 pm and you will find energetic, engaging children, ages ranging from infant 

through teens, involved in educational and fun learning activities.   

The Homeless Family Center provides a safe, structured environment for 

successful learners.   The educational curriculum continues to focus on basic 

math and reading skills while the parents attend parenting and financial 

management classes.  

Many thanks to the assistance of the wonderful volunteers:   John and Kathleen 

Simpson, Lenore and John Wolaver, Byron Hegelson, Penny Thronson, Mary 

Guzak, Elaine Thompson, and Pat Clauss in mentoring the children to learn, grow 

and succeed.  

During the month of March, Dr. Seuss’s birthday was celebrated to promote 

reading.   Learning centers relating to a Dr. Seuss theme were implemented to 

develop skills in the areas of writing, reading, cooking, and motor skills.

“Seussology” projects were also assigned encouraging children to develop a  Dr. 

Seuss theme park attraction based on a Dr. Seuss story.  Creative park designs 

were presented orally along with visual presentations for parents and volunteers in 

attendance.  You can see the priceless faces of each  child and  how proud they are 

of their accomplishment as they share their project to the audience.  The activity 

ended with the children’s creative designs on display. 

Thanks to the generosity of our dedicated volunteers, John and Kathleen Simpson, 

families were treated and enjoyed the Seussical musical performance at the Ann 

Morton Children’s Theatre.   

Another venture is a collaborative project called “J-Walking Ministry” with a 

group of John Carroll junior students directed by Corey Collins and assisted by 

Kevin Pastore.  Miss Collins was a Notre Dame intern at HFC in the summers 

of 2006 and 2007.  Both are currently teachers at the John Carroll Catholic High 

School in Ft. Pierce.   “J” which stands for Justice was created to develop social 

concerns and awareness in local communities.  The  ministry’s goal is to provide 

an outreach to agencies that are helping in the community and offer its students the 

opportunity to serve and learn different ways of reaching out to those in need.  The 

ministry group started working weekly on April 7 with the children at the center 

under the guidance of Lydia Reed, HFC’s Children’s Program Manager.   

The Homeless Family Center’s children and staff are excited with this 

new project in addition to the many educational and 

fun activities that the center provides.

BECOME A FAN OF THE 
HOMELESS FAMILY CENTER FACEBOOK PAGE.

changing children’s lives...



Board Members

Dan Kross, President

Roger Sobkowiak, Vice President

Liz Mayo, Secretary

Adam Bolinger, Treasurer

Tracy Carroll

Denise Finizio

Theodore Libby

Robi Robinson

Tom Tierney

Richard Van Mele Our Mission

To provide opportunities for homeless families to end 
homelessness by achieving self-sufficiency through 

education, living wages, and permanent housing.

 

Twenty Years of Serving the Homeless

“Christmas in July”
FUN - FOOD - DRINK - MUSIC - GAMES and LOTS OF SURPRISES

		  WHEN:       Sunday, July 10, 2011

		  WHERE:     Homeless Family Center 
                 	    	      720 4th Street Vero Beach, FL 32962

	 TIME:  	 from 11:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

	 COST:  	 FREE but limited to the first 250 who 
             		  call or email by July 1, 2011.
             		  Call Connie at 772-567-5537 ext. 326 or 
             		  e-mail cutter@homelessfamilycenter.com

DONATION OF $20 TO THE HFC’s HOUSING FUND WILL BE GREATLY 
APPRECIATED, TO ENABLE US TO BUY HOUSEHOLD GOODS & FURNISHINGS FOR 

FAMILIES MOVING IN AND OUT OF THE CENTER.

If you cannot join us, please consider making a donation so we can hold the event 
with your generosity and support.

720 4th Street
Vero Beach, FL 32962
(772) 567-5537
www.HomelessFamilyCenter.com

NON-PROFIT
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Creative Fundraising

Please join us in planning one of the 
following events in your own home 
to support the HFC.  

Awareness Reception
Invite friends, family, co-workers 
and/or neighbors over for cocktails, 
dinner or coffee to share the mission 
of HFC and tell why you support 
HFC.

Birthday Party
In lieu of personal gifts ask for 
donations and items on the HFC 
wish list to be donated to HFC.

Special Event
Need a reason to plan a special 
event? HFC is the reason to plan 
a special event!  Get friends, co-
workers, organizations, classes or 
teams together to raise money for 
HFC.  

Start your plan today by calling 
HFC at 772 567-5537. 

SAVE THE DATE!!!
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